£  /?.  5/p 


C7 


■<.. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO 


DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF   COMMERCE,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Annual  Series  No.  67a  October  11,  1915 

BRITISH  WEST  AFRICA. 
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GAMBIA. 

Gambia  is  Great  Britain's  smallest  West  African  colony,  having 
an  area  of  only  3,619  square  miles.  The  territory  lying  on  either  side 
of  the  Gambia  River  extends  about  200  miles  from  the  coast  up  into 
the  interior.  The  colony  is  surrounded  by  Senegal,  except  by  the 
Atlantic  on  the  west.  Practically  all  the  trade  of  the  colony  is  in  the 
hands  of  French  merchants.  The  population  is  only  140,101  (census 
of  1911).  Bathurst,  the  capital  and  principal  seaport,  situated  at 
the  mouth  of  the  River  Gambia,  has  a  population  of  about  8,000. 

Importance  cf  the  Peanut  Trade. 

Trade  in  Gambia  is  dependent  almost  entirely  upon  the  cultivation 
of  peanuts,  which  have  made  the  colony  one  of  the  richest  in  West 
Africa,  and  the  only  one  out  of  debt,  with  a  surplus  of  nearly 
$1,000,000  to  its  credit.  It  has  suffered  along  with  the  sister  colonies 
as  a  result  of  the  war.  The  estimated  revenue  for  1914,  derived 
solely  from  trade,  fell  off  quite  one-third.  The  colony  will  not  suffer 
much,  however,  unless  the  war  is  prolonged  several  years,  as  its  sur- 
plus holdings  will  carry  it  over  for  a  time. 

The  governor  of  the  colony  reported  that  the  peanut  crop  for  1914 
was  "one  of  the  very'  best  and  largest  on  record." 

The  trade  for  the  period  January  to  July  gave  every  promise  of 
the  year  1914  proving  a  record  for  Gambia,  but  with  the  sudden  out- 
break of  hostilities  in  Europe  imports  dropped  to  a  mere  fraction  of 
their  usual  size,  and  matters  became  worse  toward  the  end  of  the 
year.  Nevertheless,  although  the  value  of  the  trade  inward  and 
outward  was  below  that  for  1913,  it  exceeded  that  for  1912  by 
$350,153. 

The  greater  part  of  the  exports  from  the  colony  are  usually  shipped 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  previous 
year's  groundnut  crop  being  exported  daring  that  period;  therefore 
the  war  did  not  affect  them  to  any  great  extent,  but  the  imports  in 
the  latter  half  of  the  year  were  seriously  reduced. 

Comparisons  with  previous  years'  returns  are  of  little  value  as 
regards  the  imports,  because  the  decrease  is  due  to  abnormal  cir- 
cumstances, and  gives  no  indication  of  the  prosperity  of  the  colony. 
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The  merchants  imported  only  small  quantities  of  goods  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year.  Over  importation  and  local  trade  losses 
in  the  season  191S-14  also  affected  the  imports. 

Value  of  the  Colony's  Trade — Imports. 

The  total  value  of  the  colony's  trade,  inward  and  outward,  for 
11)14,  exclusive  of  specie,  amounted  to  $5,264,SS8,  a  decrease  of 
$971,865,  as  compared  with  1913. 

The  total  value  of  imports,  exclusive  of  specie,  was  $1,889,54:8, 
as  against  $3,013,485  in  1913. 

The  following  table  gives  the  articles  imported  and  their  value 
during  1912,  1913,  and  1914 : 


Articles. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Cotton  goods 

Hardware 

Kola  nuts 

$004,934 
112,997 
418,930 
417,231 
12,595 
29,035 
53,320 

$981,944 
132,725 
444,600 
304,183 
17,064 
36, 767 
83, 408 

$352,376 
149,318 
360,940 
382,151 
9,985 
25,092 
24, 296 

Salt 

Articles. 


Sugar 

Tobacco 

Wine 

All  other 

Total,  except 
specie 


1912 


$28, 144 
43,834 
13,058 

560, 399 


2,294,480 


1913 


$94,507 
75, 365 
22,311 

819,951 


3,013,4S5 


1914 


S 12. 475 
21,916 
11,245 

509, 154 


1,889,548 


The  specie  imports  for  1913  and  1914,  respectively,  were  $2,295,949 
and  $1,458,184. 

Imports  of  Rice,  Cotton  Goods,  Hardware,  Etc. 

The  total  quantity  of  rice  imported  was  8,556  short  tons  of  2.000 
pounds  each,  an  increase  of  2,423  tons  over  1913.  Germany  furnished 
70,864  hundredweight  of  112  pounds  each ;  Great  Britain,  29,255  hun- 
dredweight; France,  58,821  hundredweight;  the  Netherlands,  8,971 
hundredweight;  India,  4,669  hundredweight;  and  Sierra  Leone,  223 
hundredweight.    None  came  from  the  United  States. 

The  United  Kingdom  continued  to  furnish  the  greater  part  of  the 
cotton  goods  during  1914,  furnishing  84  per  cent,  France  about  12 
per  cent,  and  Germany  about  2  per  cent.  None  came  from  the  United 
States. 

The  hardware  was  furnished  almost  entirely  by  the  United  King- 
dom, a  small  quantity  being  supplied  by  France,  Germany,  and  the 
Netherlands.  About  $40  wTorth  only  came  from  the  United  States. 
This  hardware  is  principally  iron  pots  with  three  legs. 

The  soap,  of  a  cheap  laundry  quality,  came  principally  from  Great 
Britain,  and  a  small  quantity  from  France,  Germany,  and  the  Neth- 
erlands. 

Practically  all  of  the  tobacco  was  leaf  and  came  from  the  United 
States.  There  Avas  a  decrease  in  the  imports  of  tobacco,  due  in  part 
to  overstocking  during  the  latter  part  of  1913  and  to  the  lack  of  trans- 
portation from  the  United  States.  Leaf  tobacco  is  almost  an  abso- 
lute necessity  in  Africa. 

New  Waterworks  System. 

In  Gambia,  as  in  the  other  West  African  colonies,  because  of  the 
curtailment  of  revenue,  no  new  public  works  will  be  undertaken  that 
are.  not  in  immediate  demand.  During  the  past  year  much  has  been 
done  in  the  way  of  general  improvements  in  the  colony,  the  principal 
undertaking   being   the   ';  water   supply    work."'     Pipes   have   been 
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laid  from  springs  about  18  miles  from  Bathurst,  and  on  June  1,  1915, 
the  town  had  just  begun  to  receive  the  first  supply  from  this  source. 
The  water  is  pumped  into  large  sand  filters,  then  forced  through 
pipes  to  Bathurst,  where  it  is  distributed  by  means  of  hydrants, 
connections  being  made  with  the  principal  residences  and  business 
houses.  The  town  heretofore  has  depended  upon  storage  tanks  of 
rain  water  and  wells. 

There  will  now  be  a  possible  demand  for  plumbers'  supplies  and 
bathtubs,  since  there  will  be  plenty  of  piped  water. 

Articles  in  Demand. 

The  table  of  imports  shows  just  what  the  general  demands  are  at 
present.  Such  cotton  goods  as  were  supplied  the  southern  cotton 
States  30  and  40  years  ago  would  find  sale  here,  as  they  would  in  all 
West  Africa — fancy  prints,  checks,  ginghams,  and  shirtings.  Here, 
too,  light  cotton  undervests  or  shirts  are  in  demand.  Competition  in 
these  undervests  has  been  principally  with  German  and  Italian  manu- 
factures. Practically  all  of  the  leaf  tobacco  comes  from  the  United 
States,  as  wTell  as  the  kerosene.  There  is  a  demand  for  iron  pots, 
crockery,  lanterns,  lamps,  and  cutlery.  Such  improved  light  agricul- 
tural implements  as  are  used  on  the  peanut  farms  in  the  United 
States  would  most  likely  find  favor  here. 

Exports  from  Gambia. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  exports 
from  Gambia  during  the  past  three  years : 


Articles. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Calabashes 

Ground  nuts 

Hides 

packages.. 
tons.. 

number. . 

pounds.. 
tons.. 

pounds.. 
do 

2,572 
64,109 
49, 107 

1,236 
445 

4,335 
30,830 

516,249 

2,442,560 

73, 54 1 

837 

31,710 

1,990 

5, 663 

47,696 

1,739 
67,404 
47,031 

1,258 

546 

12,995 

31,518 

$10,832 

3,027,129 

91,082 

263 

43,921 

4,997 

4,817 

40,227 

922 
66,885 
70, 279 
110 
495 
3,548 
15,513 

S5,173 

3, 105, 143 

107,724 

83 

38, 028 

490 

2, 302 

56,391 

Total,  except  specie 

2,620,255 
956, 5  35 

3, 223, 26S 
996,404 

3,375,340 
1,131,194 

3,576,810 

4,219,732 

4, 506, 534 

Transportation  Facilities — Shipping  Statistics. 

As  the  colony  is  practically  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Gambia, 
wTater  transportation  is  good,  but  dependent  mostly  upon  small  row 
or  sail  boats,  native  made ;  yet  there  are  several  small  river  steamers. 
Horses  thrive  quite  well  in  Gambia,  but  are  little  used  except  for 
riding,  though  the  public  roads  are  kept  in  fairly  good  condition. 
The  Government  hopes  soon  to  build  a  railway  for  more  rapid  and 
convenient  transportation. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  the  colony  during 
1914  was  520,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  571,940,  a  decrease  of  63 
vessels  and  53,192  tons  as  compared  with  1913.  Of  the  total  vessels, 
223  were  British,  with  a  tonnage  of  366,396,  and  297  foreign,  with  a 
tonnage  of  205,544.     Of  the  foreign  vessels  there  were  9  American 
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si  -Is,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  755.  entered  and  cleared  during  the 
year,  as  against  4  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  428,  entered  and  cleared 
during  1913.    American  vessels  in  each  year  were  all  sailing. 

GOLD  COAST  COLONY. 

In  spite  of  the  war  the  total  value  of  the  sea-borne  trade  of  the 
Gold  Coast  Colony.  West  Africa,  during  1914,  including  expenses  on 
specie,  was  $45,033,040,  a  decrease  of  only  9  per  cent  as  compared  with 
1913.  Add  the  value  of  dutiable  imports  across  the  inland  frontiers 
and  the  Volta,  and  the  total  value  of  the  colony's  trade  was  $45,703,- 
G00,  a  decrease  of  9  per  cent.  Deducting  the  value  of  specie  imported 
and  exported,  including  expenses  ($0,578,394),  and  the  value  of  ex- 
ports and  imports  on  behalf  of  the  government  ($2,002,391),  the 
total  value  of  the  mercantile  trade  of  the  colony  for  the  year  was 
$37,122,821.  In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  considerable  exports 
and  imports  of  free  goods  across  the  inland  frontiers  which  have  not 
been  included  in  the  figures. 

The  total  value  of  all  goods  imported  into  the  colony  during  1914 
(exclusive  of  expenses  on  specie  and  the  value  of  duty-free  goods 
imported  across  the  inland  frontiers)  was  $21,087,000,  a  decrease  of 
10  per  cent  as  compared  with  1913,  but  an  increase  of  nearly  10  per 
cent  over  the  value  for  1912.  Imports  on  behalf  of  the  colonial  gov- 
ernment amounted  to  $2,002,391,  an  increase  of  38  per  cent  over  the 
corresponding  figure  for  1913;  commercial  imports  (exclusive  of 
specie  and  free  goods  imported  across  the  inland  frontiers) ,  $15,307,- 
000,  a  decrease  of  less  than  3  per  cent ;  and  the  remainder  represent- 
ing specie.  Notwithstanding  the  worldwide  collapse  of  markets  in 
August,  the  commercial  imports,  which  after  all  are  the  only  true 
trade  index,  showed  this  small  decline.  Had  the  imports  of  foodstuffs 
by  the  Government  in  September  been  included  in  those  statistics 
the  decline  would  have  been  still  less. 

Factors  Contributing  to  the  Decrease  in  the  Import  Trade. 

The  fact  that  there  has  been  a  decrease  at  all  in  imports  must  be 
largely  attributed  to  the  closing  down  of  the  several  German  and 
Austrian  firms  in  the  colony,  the  temporary  cancellation  of  orders 
for  cotton  and  other  goods  by  British  merchants  on  war  being  de- 
clared, and  to  the  greatly  decreased  number  of  steamers  calling  after 
August  4.  After  this  date  German  steamers,  which  formerly  carried 
a  considerable  proportion  of  the  imports,  ceased  to  call.  French 
steamers  were  few,  and  from  the  outbreak  of  war  to  the  end  of  the 
year  the  needs  of  the  British  Government  absorbed  the  services  of 
a  large  number  of  vessels  that  otherwise  would  have  come  to  the 
colony  with  merchandise.  In  short,  the  purchasing  poAver  of  the 
colony  has  scarcely  been  affected  by  the  war.  Had  imported  articles 
reached  the  markets  in  quantities  commensurate  with  the  demands 
for  them,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  value  of  imports  in  1914  would 
have  been  far  in  excess  of  any  previous  year. 

Principal  Imports  and  Their  Value. 

The  following  were  the  articles  and  their  value  imported  during 
1912,  1913,  and  1914: 
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Articles. 


A  le  and  porter . . 

Apparel,  wearing 

Beads 

Beef  and  pork. . . 

Brass  and  cop- 
per ware 

Bread  and  bis- 
cuits  

Building  mate- 
rials  

Carriages,  carts, 
including  mo- 
tor cars 

Coal 

Coopers'  stores. . 

Cordage 

Cotton  goods: 
Yarns      and 

twist 

Other 

Earthenware 

Flotr 

Furniture 

Guns  and  pistols 

Gunpowder 

Hardware 

Lumber  (native 
logs) 

Machinery 


1912 

1913 

1914 

$100,910 

505,542 

217,217 

53, 301 

$106,986 

445,415 

230,518 

67,589 

$110,774 
520, 730 
190, 377 
143, 080 

101, 2C5 

94, 220 

£8, 730 

202, S12 

225,668 

96,104 

369, 735 

406,043 

510,547 

153, 233 

328, 465 
87,  C05 
177, 825 

258,000 
110,971 
85,498 
165, 838 

385,616 
677, 483 
40, 801 
149, 109 

138,540 

3,352,695 

79,207 

327, 648 

ISO, 625 
45, 789 
44,320 

533,682 

103, 741 

3,425.962 

72,236 

387, 132 

232, 746 

43, 644 

38,326 

588,976 

76,343 
2,932,222 

77, 047 
331,496 
276,184 

38,617 

31,600 
588, 713 

196, 058 
1,196,211 

206, 728 
G27, 060 

313,443 
953, 303 

Articles. 


Oil  (kerosene) 

Perfumery 

Provisions 

Railway      plant 

and  stock 

Rice 

Salt 

Silk  goods 

Soap 

Spirits: 

Gin  and  Ge- 
neva   

Rum 

Other 

Sugar 

Tobacco: 

Manufactured 

Unmanufac- 
tured   

Wines 

Woollen  goods, 
including  yarns 

and  twist 

Specie 

Other  articles 

Post  parcels 

Total 


1912 


$177,407 
215,688 

958, 045 

11.608 
520, 010 

66,  S99 
142,909 
211,939 


412,805 
513, 438 
145,356 
221, 183 

206, 3S8 

234,036 
119,154 


118,852 
3,507,558 
2,  7S0,  758 

605,858 


19,573,462 


1913 


$185,575 

210, 878 

1,165,771 

149, S23 
541, 149 
60, 657 
10S, 144 
244, 252 


410, 445 
480, 952 
144, 695 
285, 427 

239, 037 

219, 922 
104, 525 


163,031 
7, 015, 77S 
3,324,803 

689, 716 


24, 093,  SS3 


1914 


$210,931 

216, 153 

1,210,598 

409,469 
469, 949 
56,353 
107, 582 
259, 54S 


419,522 
478, 527 
151,143 

253, 280 

314,626 

240, 040 
102, 235 


150. 352 
4,073,864 
•4,060,515 


21,687,606 


Of  the  manufactured  tobacco,  there  were  17,530  pounds  of  cigars, 
valued  at  $18,783,  and  181,313  pounds  of  cigarettes,  valued  at 
$286,948,  imported  during  1914. 

The  United  States  was  third  in  the  list  of  countries  exporting  to 
the  colony,  being  accredited  as  supplying  $1,314,674  in  value  of  the 
imports;  Germany,  still  ranking  second,  being  accredited  with 
$1,407,674,  though  imports  therefrom  ceased  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war.  Much  of  the  imports  accredited  to  the  United  Kingdom  have 
their  origin  in  the  United  States. 

Imports  of  Railway  Stock,  Coal,  and  Vehicles. 

With  the  exception  of  a  small  quantity  of  tramway  material 
imported  at  Dixcove  for  use  by  local  timber  merchants,  the  increase 
in  the  imports  of  railway  plant  and  rolling  stock  was  due  to  the 
increased  imports  for  the  Government  railways,  about  one-half  of 
which  consisted  of  new  rolling  stock  for  the  Seccondee  railway  and 
the  remainder  of  the  plant  and  rolling  stock  for  the  Koforidua  ex- 
tension of  the  Accra  railway.  The  whole  increase  came  from  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Practically  the  entire  increase  in  the  imports  of  coal  was  due  to 
the  purchasing  of  stocks  by  the  mining  companies  and  the  railway 
in  the  Seccondee  district.  A  small  proportion  of  it  was  due  to 
increased  imports  by  the  railway  and  harbor  works  in  the  Accra  dis- 
trict. The  whole  of  the  increase  came  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
Purchases  are  usually  made  through  the  Crown  agents  in  London 
and  other  European  offices. 

The  increase  in  the  imports  of  carriages  and  carts  was  recorded 
prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  was  due  to  increased  imports  of 
motor  vehicles,  consequent  on  improved  roads  in  the  central  and  east- 
ern Provinces.  The  United  Kingdom  is  shown  as  having  contributed 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  increase,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  United 
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States  is  responsible  for  much  of  that  credited  to  the  United  King- 
dom. Light  American  motors,  both  for  pleasure  and  for  transpor- 
ting produce,  are  to  be  seen  in  use  in  every  part  of  the  colony  where 
suitable  roads  exist.  One  of  the  chief  government  officials  says: 
"They  are  cheap,  light,  and  handy,  if  not  very  substantial,  and 
undoubtedly  enjoy  a  large  measure  of  popularity  owing  to  their 
suitability  to  local  conditions."  The  imports  of  this  class  of  goods 
in  1913  also  showed  a  large  increase  over  1912. 

Receipts  of  Meats,  Wearing  Apparel,  and  lumber. 

The  increase  in  the  imports  of  the  item  beef  and  pork  "was  due 
principally  to  the  rapid  increase  in  the  demand  for  pigs'  feet  and 
pigs'  cheeks  as  articles  of  food  among  the  natives.  The  United  King- 
dom is  credited  with  having  supplied  the  greater  part  of  the  increase, 
but  practically  the  whole  of  this  commodity  has  its  origin  in  the 
United  States. 

The  gain  in  the  imports  of  wearing  apparel  was  due  to  the  grow- 
ing demand  among  the  natives,  both  male  and  female,  for  ready- 
made  clothing,  such  as  shirts,  singlets,  socks  and  stockings,  light  or 
summer  suits,  boots  and  shoes,  hats,  caps,  cheap  fancy  millinery,  and 
articles  of  underwear.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  increase  on 
the  corresponding  period  of  1913  stood  at  nearly  60  per  cent,  so  that 
had  trade  conditions  remained  normal  throughout  the  jrear  there 
would  likely  have  been  a  still  greater  increase.  The  imports  for  1913, 
however,  showed  a  decrease  as  compared  with  1912,  perhaps  due  to 
overstocking  the  latter  part  of  1912.  The  United  Kingdom  contrib- 
uted more  than  the  total  increase,  and  Germany,  which  country 
usually  supplied  a  considerable  proportion  of  this  class  of  goods, 
having  dropped  out  of  the  market  early  in  August,  shows  a  decrease. 

The  increased  imports  of  cigarettes  was  due  to  their  growing  popu- 
larity among  the  natives.  The  whole  increase  is  credited  to  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Increased  building  activity  in  the  colony,  both  by  the  Government 
and  the  general  public,  was  responsible  for  the  increased  imports  of 
lumber.  The  United  Kingdom  is  credited  in  the  statistics  with  more 
than  the  total  increase,  while  the  United  States  shows  a  falling  off; 
but  it  is  probable  that  most  of  the  lumber  imported  from  the  United 
Kingdom  had  its  origin  in  Scandinavia,  Canada,  and  the  United 
States. 

Increased  Imports  of  Provisions — Furniture  and  Machinery. 

The  increased  imports  of  provisions  was  due  to  the  greater  con- 
sumption of  imported  luxuries  by  the  natives,  consequent  on  the  in- 
creasing prosperity  of  the  colony  and  to  some  extent  to  increased 
prices  in  European  markets.  The  United  States  is  credited  in  the 
statistics  with  the  bulk  of  the  increase,  but  as  the  term  K  provisions  " 
includes  such  a  large  variety  of  articles  originating  in  different 
countries  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  part  of  the  increase  came  from 
any  particular  country. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  receipts  of  furniture,  due  partly  to 
government  imports  and  partly  to  imports  by  the  natives,  who  are 
rapidly  improving  their  standard  of  living.  This  class  of  goods  also 
showed  an  increase  in  L913  over  li>12.  and  at  the  end  of  -tidy.  191  1, 
the  increase  was  $78,318  over  the  corresponding  period  of  1913.    The 
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United  Kingdom  secured  nearly  the  whole  of  the  increase.  American 
metal  furniture  and  cheap,  attractive  knockdown  wood  furniture 
would  find  an  excellent  market  not  only  in  the  Gold  Coast  but  in  all 
West  Africa. 

There  was  a  large  decrease  in  the  imports  of  machinery  by  mining 
companies,  due  probably  to  the  present  completeness  of  their  equip- 
ment, but  there  was  a  more  compensating  increase  in  the  imports  by 
the  government,  due  to  the  putting  down  of  new  plants  by  the 
railway,  waterworks,  harbor  works,  and  public  works  departments. 

As  regard  American  machinery,  so  with  some  other  American 
products,  they  are  not  imported  for  the  reason  that  Americans  show 
lack  of  interest  in  placing  them  on  the  West  African  markets. 

Imports  of  Kerosene,  Flour,  and  Cotton  Goods. 

The  increase  in  the  imports  of  kerosene  was  due  to  the  commodity 
being  more  largely  used  by  the  natives.  Practically  all  of  the  kero- 
sene oil  imported  comes  from  the  United  States.  There  was  a  small 
increase  in  the  receipt  of  this  commodity  also  in  1913  over  1912. 

There  wTas  an  increase  of  more  than  $25,000  in  the  imports  of  flour 
at  the  end  of  July,  but  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  regular  supplies 
from  abroad  caused  a  decline  in  the  imports  for  the  whole  year. 
The  whole  of  the  decrease  occurred  in  the  receipts  from  the  United 
States,  from  where  practically  the  whole  of  the  supply  is  obtained. 

The  decrease  in  the  imports  of  cotton  goods  was  due  partly  to  the 
cessation  of  the  German  supply  in  August,  partly  to  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  regular  shipments  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  partly 
to  the  disinclination  of  the  natives  to  spend  money  during  the  first 
months  of  the  war.  Another  important  factor  in  this  decrease  was 
the  suspension  of  business  by  the  several  German  and  Austrian  firms 
throughout  the  colony. 

Direction  of  Trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentages  of  the  values  (exclusive 
of  specie)  of  imports  from  and  exports  to  the  principal  countries  in 
each  year  since  1910 : 


Countries. 

Imports  from. 

Exports 

to. 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1910 

1911  1  1912 

1913 

1914 

P.ct. 

12 
1 
1 
9 

P.ct. 
72 
10 
1 
r, 

0 
1 

4 

P.ct. 
70 
11 
1 
7 
(i 
1 
4 

P.ct. 
70 
11 
1 
7 
5 
1 
5 

P.ct. 
74 
S 
1 
8 
5 
1 
3 

P.ct. 
70 
18 
8 
1 

P.ct. 

69 

18 

11 

1 

P.ct. 
07 
18 
10 
2 

P.ct. 

68 

18 

9 

2 

P. it. 
68 

12 

12 

2 

3 

3 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 

Total 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

1C0 

The  United  Kingdom  secured  nearly  the  whole  of  the  1914  increase 
in  the  import  trade,  and  in  addition  captured  from  other  competing 
countries  trade  to  the  value  of  $574,031.  The  United  Kingdom  is 
shown  in  the  statistics  as  having  supplied  greater  amounts  of  wear- 
ing apparel,  beef  and  pork,  building  materials,  carriages  and  carts, 
coal,  furniture,  hardware,  lumber,  machinery,  railway  plant,  and 
cigarettes;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  a  considerable  portion 
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of  the  beef  and  pork,  carriages  and  carts,  and  hardware  were  of 
American  origin,  while  the  bulk  of  the  lumber  was  probably  of 
Scandinavian,  Canadian,  and  American  origin. 

The  value  of  articles  imported  from  Germany  shows  a  decrease  of 
$473,861,  which  is  not  surprising  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
country  ceased  sending  its  supplies  after  the  outbreak  of  war. 

The  gains  in  the  imports  from  the  United  States  were  principally 
in  unmanufactured  tobacco,  provisions,  machinery,  and  carriages  and 
carts,  while  the  gains  and  losses  of  the  other  countries  were  of  no 
special  significance. 

The  Export  Trade. 

The  total  value  of  all  goods  exported  by  sea  from  the  colony  dur- 
ing 1911  was  $24,050,964,  a  decrease  of  about  9  per  cent  as  compared 
with  1913.  Of  this  total  the  value  of  specie  exported  was  $2,301,019, 
or  $337,793  more  than  for  1913,  and  the  value  of  government  exports 
was  only  $122",  leaving  the  value  of  commercial  exports  at  $21,719,823, 
a  decrease  of  about  10  per  cent. 

The  following  table  gives  the  articles  exported  and  their  value  for 
three  years : 


Articles. 

1912 

1913 

1911 

Articles. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

$7,991,896 

653,034 

57,606 

2,461 

[7, 154, 7G1 

16,075 
5,240 

812,110,040 

703, 990 

59, 801 

3,347 

S, 056, 975 

3,435 
2,700 

$10,674,783 

691,897 
57,540 
2,861 

/8, 074, 811 
\    137,270 

1,552 
1,289 

$3,128 

1,112,84-1 
999, 101 
5;y,  186 
830,967 

1,476,456 
114,802 

$8,378 

1,781,047 
774, 158 
319,397 
427,788 

1,962,823 
142,033 

$3,177 

Lumber   (native 

timber) 

Palm  kernels 

1,172,112 

Cotton,  raw 

Gold    and    gold 

431,473 

183,1 S3 

105, 256 

2,301,019 

212, 739 

Auriferous.by- 

produots 

Guinea  grains 

Gum  copal 

Other  articles 

Total 

20,957,457 

26, 355, 836 

24,050,964 

The  decrease  in  the  value  of  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  was 
general,  except  in  the  case  of  gold,  but  was  not  sufficiently  serious  to 
affect  its  position  in  the  market.  A  large  part  of  the  decrease  was  due 
to  the  drop  in  the  local  price  of  cocoa,  but  timber,  palm  products, 
and  rubber  also  show  decreases.  The  decrease  in  the  exports  to  Ger- 
many was  due  principally  to  smaller  purchases  of  cocoa  and  palm 
products.  France  shows  a  gain  which  is  due  entirely  to  increased 
purchases  of  cocoa.  The  whole  gain  attributed  to  the  Netherlands 
occurs  in  cocoa,  which  for  the  first  time  appears  in  the  statistics  as 
having  been  exported  direct  to  that  country.  All  of  these  shipments, 
however,  occurred  before  the  outbreak  of  war.  The  exports  direct  to 
the  United  States  continued  to  be  practically  all  mahogany. 

Fluctuation  in  Prices  of  Cocoa. 

The  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  exports  of  cocoa  was  due  to  the 
low  prices  that  ruled  locally  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  1914-15 
cocoa  season.  In  fact,  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  the  price  offered 
for  cocoa  was  so  low  that  in  some  districts  the  product  was  allowed  to 
remain  on  the  trees  and  deteriorate  because  it  was  not  considered 
worth  picking.  Local  prices  rose  later  on,  but  even  at  the  end  of  the 
year  these  were  only  about  half  of  what  were  obtained  in  December, 
1 913.  This,  of  course,  was  due  to  the  war  in  Europe  and  the  reluctance 
of  local  merchants  to  buy,  except  at  low  prices,  in  face  of  the  uncer- 
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tainty  of  the  home  market.    This,  and  the  scarcity  of  ships  calling  to 

load  produce,  caused  an  unusually  large  stock  to  be  carried  over  to 

1915. 

Exports  of  Timber,  Palm  Kernels,  Palm  Oil,  and  Riibcer. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  12,804.031  square  feet  and  $608,935  in 
value  in  the  exports  of  timber.  This  decrease  was  due  to  abnormally 
heavy  shipments  in  1913  to  meet  the  short-lived  "  boom "  in  the 
European  markets,  which  led  to  flooding,  followed  by  a  sharp  drop 
in  prices.  Early  in  1914  a  considerable  quantity  was  shipped,  mostly 
on  contract,  hence  the  slight  fall  in  the  average  price.  Since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  and  the  closing  clown  to  a  large  extent  of  the 
cabinet-making  trade  in  Europe,  local  timber  has  become  practically 
unsaleable,  and  very  little  of  it  has  been  shipped. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  4,111  tons  in  the  exports  of  palm  kernels. 
About  a  third  of  this  decrease  occurred  before  the  outbreak  of  war, 
and  was  due  to  the  neglect  of  the  product  in  favor  of  the  more 
profitable  and  more  easily  handled  cocoa.  The  average  price  for  the 
year  was  about  the  same  as  i  i  1913. 

The  exports  of  palm  oil  decreased  by  364,392  gallons.  This  de- 
crease is  accounted  for  in  the  same  way  as  with  palm  kernels,  except 
that  the  average  price  was  higher  in  1913.  The  greater  portion  of 
the  decrease  occurred  since  the  outbreak  of  war. 

The  shipments  of  rubber  decreased  by  663,236  pounds.  This  is  a 
wild  rubber  industry  and  has  been  declining  since  the  prices  fell  in 
1912,  as  the  natives  will  not  gather  the  rubber  at  the  prices  now 
obtainable  and  many  of  them  have  taken  up  cocoa  growing  instead. 

Vessels  Entering  the  Ports  of  the  Colony. 

The  total  number  of  steam  vessels  that  entered  the  ports  of  the 
colony  during  1914  was  637,  a  decrease  of  55,  as  compared  with  1913. 
Their  tonnage  was  1,413,009,  a  decrease  of  102,188  tons. 

The  number  of  British  steamships  entered,  however,  increased  by 
16  and  their  tonnage  increased  by  39,028;  but,  notwithstanding  this, 
the  scarcity  of  ships  available  for  the  trade  of  the  colony  toward  the 
end  of  the  year  seriously  hindered  the  exports  of  cocoa  and  the  im- 
ports of  general  merchandise.  German  shipping  shows  a  decline  of 
68  steamers,  of  137,380  tons,  entered,  as  compared  with  1913.  No 
German  ships  entered  the  colony  after  August  4. 

Only  one  sailing  vessel  entered  during  the  year — an  American 
vessel  of  751  tons.     No  American  steam  vessels  entered. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nationality  of  vessels  entering  during 
1913  and  1914: 


Nationality. 

1913 

1914 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

British 

403 
229 
55 
1 
2 
2 
1 

907,005 
499,072 
99,084 
2,288 
3,770 
1,715 
2, 4*8 

419 

161 

54 

1 

946,093 
362,292 
19°  357 

German 

751 

2 

o  <«3 

Danish 

1 

44 

Total 

693 

1, 51®,  048 

638 

1,413,760 
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NIGERIA. 

The  aggregate  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Nigeria,  West  Africa, 
during  the  year  1913  reached  the  unprecedented  figure  of  $73,729,0:>>:2 
(including  about  $3,000,000  worth  of  transit  goods),  and  there  were 
good  prospects  that  rapid  advancement  of  trade  would  continue 
Avhen  the  year  1914  opened.  Returns  for  the  first  half  year  amply 
justified  the  favorable  forecast,  showing  as  they  did  a  remarkable 
expansion  of  nearly  19  per  cent  on  the  record  returns  of  the  corre- 
sponding period  in  the  previous  year,  imports  advancing  23  per  cent 
and  exports  nearly  14  per  cent. 

The  foreign  trade  for  1914  was  valued  at  $67,082,670  (including  a 
little  over  $1,000,000  transit  goods),  declining  $6,646,956  from  the 
previous  year's  figures.  For  the  first  seven  months  of  1914  the  ag- 
gregate value  of  foreign  trade  was  over  $10,227,000;  so  that  the 
trade  of  the  last  five  months  was  valued  at  only  $20,855,676. 
Importance  of  the  German  Trade. 

Officials  say  the  "trade  of  Nigeria  has  been  handicapped  more 
heavily  by  the  war  than  probably  any  other  West  African  colony." 
Before  the  war  Germany  supplied  over  11  per  cent  of  the  imported 
goods,  and  44  per  cent  of  the  produce  was  taken  to  German  markets. 
Nearly  27  per  cent  of  the  total  trade  was  with  Germany,  and  probably 
the  percentage  of  German  capital  employed  in  the  country  Avas  no  less. 

The  merchants  of  other  countries,  principally  those  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, have  diverted  trade  valued  for  the  year  1913  at  nearly  $20,500,- 
000  which  previous  to  the  war  was  in  the  hands  of  German  and  Aus- 
trian firms.  The  business  of  German  and  Austrian  firms  in  British 
West  Africa  was  finally  closed  in  November.  1914,  and  a  receiver 
appointed  in  each  colony  to  deal  with  their  stocks,  etc. 

As  an  indication  of  the  extent  of  trade  conducted  by  German  firms 
in  Nigeria,  one  firm  exported  from  Lagos,  the  principal  seaport,  for 
the  first  half  year  32  per  cent  of  the  palm  kernels,  45  per  cent  of  the 
palm  oil,  21  per  cent  of  the  cocoa,  12  per  cent  of  the  shea  nuts,  and  8 
per  cent  of  the  hides. 

The  extent  of  German  and  Austrian  trading  interests  in  Nigeria 
and  the  effect  which  the  closing  down  of  their  business  must  have  on 
general  trade  may  be  gathered  also  from  the  number  of  their  stations, 
which  covered  all  the  important  trading  centers  in  Nigeria.  In  the 
Yoruba  portion  of  the  southern  Provinces  there  were  three  firms 
established  with  10  principal  trading  stations  and  30  substations. 
Six  large  companies  were  established  in  Lagos.  In  the  delta  portion 
of  the  southern  Provinces  there  were  established  10  firms  with  23 
trading  stations  and  substations.  In  the  northern  Provinces  there 
were  two  firms  established  with  6  principal  stations  and  17  substa- 
tions. At  all  the  main  trading  posts  heavy  stocks  were  carried,  and 
some  of  the  firms  were  interested  also  in  timber  and  mining  opera- 
tions. 

Abnormal  Condition  of  Import  and  Export  Trade. 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  war  merchants  had  to  face  an  unprece- 
dented condition.  Orders  for  goods  were  suspended  temporarily  and 
consequently  imports  declined  abnormally  in  September  and  October. 

A  market  had  to  be  found  for  the  large  proportion  of  produce 
taken  by  the  Continent.    Prices  of  produce  fell.    In  spite  of  the  fact 
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that  buying  was  to  a  large  extent  speculative,  fair  prices  were  paid 
for  produce,  with  the  result  that  natives  have  continued  to  trade. 
Prices  have  improved  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  produce  hitherto  exported  to  Ger- 
many will  be  overcome  and  buyers  for  export  will  be  able  to  realize 
large  profits. 

At  the  outbreak  of  war  freight  rates  were  increased  by  50  per 
cent,  but  rapid  reductions  were  made  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
additional  freight  was  only  10  per  cent. 

lack  of  Shipping  Facilities  Causing  Congestion  at  Torts. 

German  ships,  which  ceased  operations  at  the  outbreak  of  war, 
had  carried  over  20  per  cent  of  the  actual  tonnage  of  trade,  amount- 
ing in  1913  to  over  177,000  tons,  valued  at  nearly  $14,598,000.  British 
ships  usually  employed  in  the  trade  were  required  to  undertake,  in 
addition  to  ordinary  service,  special  services  for  the  Government,  and 
congestion  at  the  ports  was  therefore  inevitable.  In  November  and 
December  the  quantity  of  produce  awaiting  shipment  began  to  as- 
sume serious  proportions,  notwithstanding  strenuous  efforts  to  relieve 
the  congestion. 

Congestion  at  Liverpool  has  resulted  in  additional  shortage  of 
ships  for  carrying  the  West  African  trade.  A  large  proportion  of 
the  British  trade,  which  was  handled  at  Hamburg  and  other  conti- 
nental ports,  has  been  diverted  to  the  United  Kingdom.  For  in- 
stance, palm  kernels  amounting  to  over  73,000  tons  were  carried  to 
Liverpool  in  1914,  as  against  36,000  tons  in  1913,  and  the  bulk  of  the 
increase  had  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 
Shipping  Entering  and  Clearing  the  Ports  of  Nigeria. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  tonnage  of  steamships 
entered  and  cleared  during  1913  and  1914: 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nationality. 

1913 

1914 

1913 

1914 

Num- 
ber. 

Tonnage. 

Num- 
ber. 

Tonnage. 

Num- 
ber. 

Tonnage. 

Num- 
ber. 

Tonnage. 

310 

191 

CO 

2 

530, 876 

341,516 

9,477 

17 

293 
113 

74 

504,724 
199,419 
18, 402 

300 

187 

62 

2 

510,911 

332, 709 

9,513 

17 

272 
119 
81 

467, 074 

198,890 

21,315 

Dutch       

8 
2 

8,105 
242 

6 
2 

5,228 

242 

Total     

563 

881,886 

490 

730, 892 

551 

853, 150 

480 

692, 749 

In  addition  to  the  1913  figures  there  were  one  British  sailing  vessel, 
of  2,287  tons,  that  entered,  and  one  Norwegian,  of  568  tons. 

Customs  Duties — Increased  Prices  of  Foodstuffs. 

The  total  customs  duties  collected  in  1914  amounted  to  $7,264,938, 
a  decline  of  over  $1,265,160  from  the  previous  year.  The  duties  col- 
lected during  the  first  seven  months  of  the  year  totaled  $5,435,322, 
compared  with  $4,505,916  for  the  same  period  in  1913,  and  it  is  prob- 
able that  had  there  been  no  war  the  total  for  the  year  would  have 
been  close  to  $10,000,000. 
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There  was  a  decline  in  most  lines  of  imports  for  the  whole  year, 
although  there  were  increases  in  nearly  every  line  at  the  end  of  the 
first  half  year,  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  in  1913. 

The  rise  in  the  price  of  foodstuffs  in  the  United  Kingdom  has  nat- 
urally resulted  in  increasing  the  cost  of  such  imports  into  Nigeria,  as 
in  all  West  Africa.  Fish  and  salt,  used  largely  for  trading  pur- 
poses, show  considerable  increases  in  price.  Bread,  biscuits,  flour, 
rice,  sugar,  tobacco,  all  cost  more  to  import.  Consequently  local 
prices  of  imported  goods  were  increased,  and  trade  spirits  especially 
were  sold  at  large  profits.  Shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  war,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  abnormal  increase  in  the  local  prices  of  foodstuffs,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  control  the  sale  and  exportation  of  food- 
stuffs ;  but  the  control  was  withdrawn  in  November. 

European  Assistants  Needed — Imports  by  Small  Traders. 

Trade  is  suffering  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  European  as- 
sistants for  the  management  of  the  firms.  Enterprising  young  men, 
who  in  normal  times  might  be  attracted  to  West  Africa,  can  not  now 
be  easily  engaged. 

One  result  of  the  war  is  a  reduction  of  imports  by  petty  traders, 
who  gaA*e  small  orders  for  goods,  almost  invariably  placed  in  Ger- 
mairy.  That  country  gave  special  attention  to  the  demands  of  these 
traders,  and  the  goods  required  were  generally  of  a  class  that  could 
be  produced  more  cheaply  in  Germany  than  in  Great  Britain. 

Share  of  Each  Country  in  the  Trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  the  imports  from  and 
the  expoi'ts  to  each  country  for  three  years : 


Countries. 

Imports  from. 

Exports  to. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Per  cent. 
70.90 
12. 30 
8.10 
4.  SO 
0.20 
3.70 

Per  cent. 
OS.  59 
11.20 
6.72 
3.18 

Per  cent. 
70.  97 
8.96 
fi.  43 
5.  47 
0.26 
1.91 

Per  cent. 

48.90 

44.  70 

3.40 

Per  cent. 
50. 93 
41.79 

Per  cent. 

33  59 

0  10 

0.40 
2.60 

0.98 
6.30 

10.25 

0  51 

Total 

100. 00 

100. 00 

100. 00 

100. 00 

100. 00 

100  00 

Principal  3'mports. 

The  following  table  gives  the  principal  imports  and  their  value 
during  1913  and  1911 : 


Articles. 


A  pparel 

and  sacks 

Bead  i 

Bread  and  biscuits 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  dyes 
Coal 

Coopers'  stores 

Cotton  piece  goods 

Cutlery,  hardware,  Imple- 
ments, and  instruments. 

FJsh 

Flour  and  grain 

Furniture 

(i lass  and  earthen  ware..., 


1913 


$429,229 
45S.322 
:;m,(iiii 
255,276 
■277..-.10 
486,247 
842,890 
8,403,460 

718,722 
656,760 

130,912 
12.-),s:« 
138,414 


1914 


5428,256 
336,512 
206,  185 
236,118 
•>"7.  427 
R«5,152 
673,423 
7,327,473 

741,183 
533,326 
639,509 
133,656 
134,050 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tured  

Kerosene  and  other  lamp 
oil 

Machinery 

Motor  cars,  cycles,  and  car- 
riages  

Railway  carriages  and 
trucks 

Ball 

Silk  fabrics 

Soap 

Spirits,  at  100° 

Sugar 


1913 


$1,730,563 

453,741 
476,965 

200,150 

371 ,  769 
$305,201 
398,974 
325,279 
2,220,286 
156,055 


$2,919,671 

370,372 
1,018,279 

198,251 

694,902 
$293,836 
315,267 
254,649 
1,720,444 
140,637 
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Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

S897, 456 

7,653 

218,516 

84,184 

234,367 
292,554 

S73S, S57 

$141,615 
9,023,626 

8120,618 
8,233,844 

Unmanufactured 

Allother 

Total  merchandise 

Cigars  and  cigarettes . .. 

282,  77.', 
107,40'J 

612,893 
322,987 

30, 772, 578 
4,232,8S1 

30,538,262 
3,076,012 

Yarns,  textiles,  fabrics, and 

35, 005, 453 

33,014,304 

Wood  and  timber 

Imports  of  trade  spirits  had  increased  substantially  during  the 
first  six  months  of  the  year.  Trade  gin  for  the  year  declined  from 
3,900,000  imperial  gallons  to  3,150,000  gallons,  a  difference  of  750,000 
gallons.  Great  shipping  risks  had  to  be  taken  in  bringing  this  gin 
from  Rotterdam,  and  it  is  uncertain  whether  raw  material  for  mak- 
ing the  spirits  will  be  obtainable  in  sufficient  quantities  to  maintain 
supplies  from  the  Netherlands  to  anything  approaching  the  normal 
demands. 

The  decline  in  tobacco  imports,  practically  all  leaf,  and  from  the 
United  States  was  probably  due  to  conditions  arising  from  the  war. 

There  wTas  a  decline  of  a  little  over  260,000  gallons  in  kerosene 
imports  in  1914,  but  the  trade  has  practically  been  maintained  with- 
out the  German  firms. 

The  United  Kingdom  continued  to  supply  and  even  increased  the 
supply  of  certain  manufactures,  such  as  furniture,  copper,  soap, 
glassware,  sewing  machines,  hardware,  etc.,  which  American  manu- 
facturers should  share;  but  there  were  substantial  declines  in  sup- 
plies of  goods  taken  by  the  German  firms  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
such  as  cotton  piece  goods,  coopers'  stores,  yarn,  corrugated  iron,  etc. 
British  West  Africa  is  an  excellent  market  for  corrugated  iron  roof- 
ing. 
The  Export  Trade. 

The  value  of  all  exports  for  1914,  including  specie,  was  $32,164,479, 
as  compared  with  $35,776,666  for  1913.  Specie  exports  during  1914 
were  equal  in  value  to  $922,331,  as  against  $1,239,261  for  1913.  Specie 
imports  are  principally  silver  coin.  Much  of  this  is  made  into  native 
jewelry  by  their  silversmiths.  Other  exports  were  practically  all 
native  products.  The  value  of  produce  held  up  in  Nigeria  at  the  end 
of  the  year  is  estimated  at  $2,433,000.  The  carrying  of  large  stocks  of 
products  by  merchants  is  one  of  the  handicaps  from  which  trade  is 
now  suffering. 

Exports  decreased  owing  to  low  prices  paid  locally  for  produce. 
This  was  unavoidable  at  first,  on  account  of  the  fact  that  purchases 
were  largely  speculative.  Although  prices  might  have  been  ex- 
pected to  continue  low,  because  of  the  lack  of  competition  and  the 
shortage  of  ships  in  the  trade,  good  prices  for  produce  were  being 
paid  during  March,  April,  and  May,  1915. 

The  outstanding  feature  in  the  returns  is  the  fact  that  produce 
exported  to  the  British  Empire  during  1914  were  valued  at  $19,- 
502,928,  compared  with  $17,595,456  in  the  previous  year,  an  increase 
of  $1,907,472,  and  produce  purchased  by  British  merchants  held  up 
for  transportation  can  be  placed  at  an  additional  $2,500,000.  The 
profits  accruing  from  this  produce  wrill  be  greater  than  in  normal 
times,  because  of  the  greater  margin  between  the  home  and  local 
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market  prices.  The  United  States  must  share  a  larger  part  of  the 
export  trade  of  West  Africa  if  a  large  part  of  the  import  trade  is 
expected. 

Trade  with  Germany,  which  ceased  on  the  outbreak  of  war,  shows 
a  loss  of  nearly  $4,500,000  compared  with  1913. 

Quantity  and  Value  of  Principal  Exports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
exports  during  1913  and  1914 : 


Articles. 


1913 


Quantity.        Value 


Quantity.        Value 


Cocoa pounds. 

Cotton  piece  goods 

Cotton  lint hundredweight. 

Cotton  seel tons. 

Ground  nuts  (peanuts) do. . . 

Mahogany logs. 

Maize  (corn) hundredweight. 

Palm  kernels tons. 

Palm-kernel  cake do. . . 

Palm-kernel  oil hundredweight. 

Palm  oil do... 

Rubber pounds. 

Shea  butter do . . . 

Shea  nuts do... 

Skins  and  hides: 

Tanned number. 

I'ntanned do. . . 

Tin  ore tons. 

Specie 

All  other  exports 


8,111,920 


56,796 
5, 892 

19,288 

19, 152 

236, 822 

174,719 

5,412 

77, 144 

1,661,780 

1,144,016 

268, 592 

21,100,460 

654,643 

473,330 
4,142 


$766,140 

48,373 
774, 49S 

69,812 
849,993 
512,970 
196,303 
15,129,265 
153,170 
629, 740 
9,021,578 
437, 826 

19, 079 
342,618 

149, 842 

809,599 

2, 763, 125 

1,239,261 

1,862,844 


11,062,989 


50, 444 

5,358 

16,997 

11,815 

40,596 

162,452 

i ,  382 

35, 646 

1,450,622 

372,902 

25 1 .  555 

14,189,696 

1,418,858 

1,344,599 

0,174 


?835,564 

30, 490 

733, 743 

628,461 

871,905 

420, 268 

28  232 

12, 362',  690 

45,945 

305, 858 

7, 646, 282 

189,025 

21,031 

236,050 

478,161 

1,982,488 

3,439,492 

922,331 

986, 463 


Total. 


35,776,666 


32,161,479 


Industrial  Conditions. 

Other  than  alluvial  tin  mines  there  are  no  mines  in  operation  in 
Nigeria.  The  government  has  discovered  some  coal  deposits,  but 
nothing  has  been  done  to  develop  them.  The  exports  of  tin  ore  dur- 
ing 1914  were  6,174  tons,  valued  at  $3,439,492,  as  against  4,142  tons 
during  1913,  valued  at  $2,703,125.  No  tin  in  block  was  exported 
during  1914. 

Aside  from  the  cultivation  of  cotton  and  ground  nuts  in  the 
northern  Provinces,  Nigeria  can  not  as  yet  be  called  an  agricultural 
country,  though  such  foodstuffs  as  yams,  cassava,  maize,  beans,  green 
vegetables,  cattle,  and  fowls  are  produced  in  abundance  for  native 
consumption.  The  yams,  maize,  and  cassava  are  grown  principally 
in  the  southern  Provinces,  near  the  coast. 

As  yet  the  cultivation  of  cotton  for  export  has  made  no  headway. 
Exports  have  been  as  follows  during  the  past  three  years:  Cotton 
lint  during  1912,  8,740  bales,  valued  at  $500,759;  1913,  12.522  bales, 
valued  at  $774,498,  and  in  1914,  11,299  bales,  valued  at  $733,743 
(1  bale  equals  500  pounds). 

Some  5,000  tons  of  cocoa  were  exported  during  the  year,  valued  at 
a  low  figure  because  of  the  low  prices  prevailing.  The  j^ear's  output 
was  much  larger  than  these  figures  indicate,  as  some  was  not  shipped 
during  the  year.  The  export  is  the  largest  recorded.  It  is  said  that 
some  200  tons  of  this  cocoa,  specially  prepared,  brought  $16.50  and 
$1G.75  per  hundredweight  of  112  pounds.     Much  of  the  cocoa  was 
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not  properly  prepared,  but  on  the  whole  it  is  said  the  quality  of  the 
produce  was  much  better  than  in  previous  years.     The  cocoa  is  all 
grown  in  Southern  Nigeria. 
Palm  Products  the  Principal  Exports — Hides  and  Skins. 

Palm  products  continue  to  be  and  are  likely  to  remain  for  years 
to  come  the  principal  export  products  of  Nigeria.  The  country  pro- 
duces an  almost  unlimited  amount  of  these  products,  and  they  only 
require  harvesting  to  meet  the  growing  world  demand  for  vegetable 
oils.  These  exports  amount  annually  to  quite  two-thirds  of  the 
value  of  all  exports,  although  the  ground  nut,  cocoa,  tin  mining,  and 
skin  and  hide  trades  have  increased  rapidly. 

Unusual  progress  has  been  made  in  the  untanned-hide  trade.  In 
1910  there  were  55.000  hides  exported,  valued  at  $13,791;  in  1913 
the  number  was  473,330,  valued  at  $809,599.  and  in  1911,  1,311.599 
hides,  valued  at  $1,982,488. 

A  remarkable  expansion  in  the  tanned-skin  trade  continues.  The 
export  figures  are  as  follows:  1910.  120,000  skins,  valued  at  $29,196; 
1913,  651,643  skins,  valued  at  $149,842;  and  1914,  1,418,858  skins, 
valued  at  $478,161. 

The  hide  and  skin  industries  have  been  created  practically  by  the 
extension  of  the  railway  from  Lagos  to  Kano.  Practically  all  come 
from  the  Kano  Province,  in  Northern  Nigeria. 

Large  Decrease  in  Exports  of  Ground  Nuts  and  Shea  Products. 

The  ground-nut  industry  has  suffered  severely  from  the  war.  Up 
to  the  end  of  July  15,000  tons,  valued  at  $788,292,  had  been  exported. 
Germany  had  taken  about  60  per  cent  of  this  quantity.  Owing  to  the 
fall  in  prices,  the  producers  declined  to  sell  during  the  second  half 
of  the  year. 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  shea  products  (nuts  and  butter)  fell 
over  $100,000  compared  with  1913,  although  the  figures  for  the  first 
half  year  showed  an  increase.  After  the  outbreak  of  war  no  market 
could  be  found  for  these  products. 

Manufacturing  on  a  Limited  Scale. 

Except  for  the  small  native  enterprises  there  is  no  manufacturing 
done  in  Nigeria  other  than  in  the  efforts  being  made  by  a  few  Euro- 
peans to  manufacture  oil  from  the  palm  kernels.  Some  efforts  have 
been  made  to  introduce  kernel  pericarping  machinery,  but  it  appears 
that  the  machines  have  thus  far  proved  a  failure.  The  only  manu- 
facturing done  for  export  is  that  of  cotton  piece  goods  by  the  natives 
(in  the  Kano  Province),  pottery,  mats,  tanned  skins,  crude  palm  oil, 
shea  butter,  sandals,  and  carved  calabashes.  Except  hides  and  skins, 
these  are  exported  principally  to  other  ports  of  West  Africa.  Other 
manufactures  for  local  consumption  are  straw  and  fiber  hats  and 
caps,  saddlery  and  other  leather  goods,  jewelry,  gowns  and  robes, 
and  a  variety  of  small  river  boats  or  "  dugouts."  Some  of  these 
"  dugouts  "  are  50  to  75  feet  long,  made  of  a  single  giant  forest  tree, 
and  capable  of  carrying  50  to  60  passengers. 
American  Articles  in  Demand. 

The  principal  American  articles  in  demand  are  biscuits  in  barrels, 
beads,  patent  medicines,  flour,  sugar,  iron  furniture,  glass  and  earthen- 
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ware,  iron  and  steel  for  construction  work,  wire  nails,  corrugated 
iron  roofing,  lumber,  cement,  railway  materials  and  rolling  stock, 
soap,  tinned  provisions,  kerosene,  leaf  tobacco  and  cigarettes,  lan- 
terns, lamps,  tools,  knitted  undershirts  or  vests  and  drawers.  Thou- 
sands of  cheap  knitted  cotton  undershirts  are  sold. 

The  government  authorities  of  Nigeria  in  calling  the  attention  of 
British  and  Canadian  exporters  also  call  the  attention  of  American 
exporters  "especially  to  the  market  which  Nigeria  and  all  West  Africa 
offer  for  foodstuffs  similar  to  those  supplied  to  the  West  Indies  and 
British  Guiana.  Canada  and  America  require  palm  oil,  palm  kernels 
(for  conversion  into  kernel  oil,  hitherto  obtained  from  Hamburg), 
cocoa,  ground  nuts,  and  other  products  exported  in  large  quantities 
from  Nigeria,  and  in  return,  their  merchants  can  supply  a  prosperous 
native  community  of  18,000,000  people  with  foodstuffs,  tobacco, 
kerosene,  cement,  corrugated  iron,  pitch  pine,  and  similar  goods 
provided  for  the  West  Indian  market,  for  which  a  far  greater 
demand  could  be  created  in  Nigeria  "  and  in  the  other  West  African 
colonies.  "The  establisment  of  local  branches  at  the  chief  centers 
of  trade  and  regular  and  frequent  steamship  services  between  the 
chief  ports  of  Nigeria  and  New  York,  Halifax,  or  other  American 
ports  are  essential  to  success.  Some  outlay  of  capital  is  needed,  but 
the  business,  if  energetically  pursued,  should  result  in  ample  returns." 
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